
 
 

 

1 November 15, 2019 

Summary of key points raised during the discussion from Friday, November 15, Maryland Chamber of 

Commerce Energy & Environment Policy Committee meeting with Maryland Secretary of Environment 

Ben Grumbles and members of his leadership team representing air, land and water: 

I. Welcome 

a. Secretary Ben Grumbles, Maryland Department of the Environment 

b. John Quinn, Energy & Environment Policy Committee Co-Chair, Maryland Chamber of 

Commerce 

II. Introductions 

a. The Secretary asked participants to introduce themselves and provide an overview of 

the top one or two issues that they hoped would be addressed by MDE during the 

meeting. This helped narrow the scope of the discussion to include only those items of 

interest to MDCC members.  

III. MDE Outlook for 2020—Secretary Grumbles 

a. 2020 Legislative Priorities 

i. The Secretary stated that though he has had regular discussions with the 

Governor, it is too soon to discuss the specifics on administration-sponsored 

legislation for the 2020 Session. 

ii. CARES Act Draft: We can expect that there will be an administration bill on the 

Clean & Renewable Energy Standard (CARES), but it is still being discussed and 

drafted. MDE, DNR, MEA and the Governor’s office are all involved in the 

important, detail-oriented effort to put together more specifics and legislative 

language built off the framework that the Governor released earlier this year. 

According to the Secretary, the bill will recognize the value of nuclear, carbon 

capture utilization and storage, and other homegrown energy (solar). 

Additionally, the bill will recognize that in order to get to the goal of 100% clean 

energy by 2040, we will have to utilize additional resources. In particular, he 

mentioned energy efficiency and the increased deployment of combined heat 

and power (CHP). When asked if the CARES Act would recognize the value of 

natural gas, particularly as it relates to the deployment of CHP, the Secretary 

stated that the Hogan administration sees a continued role for natural gas but is 

also committed to achieving 100% clean energy by 2030. 

iii. Carbon Tax: The Secretary mentioned that he anticipated that the GAM will 

consider a carbon tax bill again this Session, and MDE will participate in that 

debate as it has previously. 

iv. Other anticipated legislative issues: Transportation & Climate Initiative (see 

below), Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) regulations and 
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challenges to fees, poultry air emissions regulations, challenges to MDE 

enforcement of air and water regulations 

b. 2020 Departmental Priorities 

i. Chesapeake Bay: MDE will be working through the implementation of 

Chesapeake Bay Phase 3 Watershed Implementation Plans (WIP) and 

monitoring what is going on in neighboring states, particularly Pennsylvania.  

ii. Conowingo Dam: Outside of the recently reached settlement with Exelon, MDE 

will continue to execute on the administration’s commitment to initiatives that 

will address the challenges posed by pollution, sediment and debris at 

Conowingo Dam. This work will continue through 2020.  

iii. Sustainable Materials Management: MDE will continue to execute E.O. 

01.01.2017.13, Waste Reduction and Resource Recovery Executive Order, which 

establishes a Resource Recovery Plan for Maryland that aims to minimize the 

environmental impact of materials’ use throughout the entire life cycle and 

promote innovative recycling technologies. Final goals and metrics were 

published in April 2019. 

iv. GGRA Draft Plan: MDE released the GGRA draft plan last month, which calls for 

a 40% reduction in GHG economy-wide by 2030; MDE is now accepting public 

comment on the draft and anticipates several in-person stakeholder meetings 

working toward finalization of the plan in 2020. 

v. Transportation & Climate Initiative: MDE and MDOT are partners in bringing 

TCI to Maryland; the Secretary described TCI as essentially a RGGI program 

applied to transportation emissions; the Secretary anticipates that there will be 

a draft MOU between participating states before the end of the year. The 

Secretary believes there will be legislation centered around TCI in the 2020 

Session.    

IV. Regulatory & Policy Updates 

a. Air: Tad Auburn, Director of the Air and Radiation Administration  

i. Compliance with Clean Air Act: MDE has achieved statewide compliance on fine 

particles since 2013. As it relates to ozone, Maryland is getting closer to 

statewide attainment, but the biggest challenge is incoming pollution from 

neighboring states. Maryland is presently suing EPA for failing to implement 

controls for states that have not yet adopted measures for reaching ozone 

attainment. 

ii. GGRA: The 2019 GGRA is open for public comment; It includes CARES and TCI as 

initiatives meant to assist in achieving its goal of a 40% reduction in GHG by 
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2030; MDE is committed to providing more information and receiving additional 

stakeholder input. MDE will hold at least two stakeholder meetings on GGRA 

next year. 

iii. HFCs: To date, five states have, either through regulation or legislation, phased 

out the use of HFCs and have received some type of credit for the reduction that 

counts toward GHG reductions. MDE is working on a regulatory pathway for the 

phase-out of HFCs, and in doing so has been working with manufacturers and 

other interested stakeholders. This effort is also supported by the U.S. Climate 

Alliance. 

b. Land: Kaley Laleker, Director of Land and Materials Administration  

i. Sustainable Materials Management: MDE is presently executing the 2017 EO 

meant to promote more applications that reduce waste and recycle materials. 

ii. Impact of international trade disputes: MDE is monitoring the impact of 

international trade disputes on the state, particularly in the agriculture sector 

and the market for recyclable materials with China.  

iii. Lead: The Hogan administration has measured a 14% decrease in kids diagnosed 

with blood lead levels that exceed standards specified by the CDC. 

iv. CAFOs: MDE’s new draft CAFO permitting regulations are out for public 

comment.  

c. Water: Lee Currey, Director of the Water and Science Administration  

i. Issues currently being addressed: restoration permitting, resilience through 

management of living shorelines, Conowingo Dam (and the management of 

other dams around the state), environmental markets for nutrient trading, 

mitigation banking, stormwater management and environmental site design 

ii. Stormwater management: The Secretary believes the 2020 Legislative Session 

will be an important one for the future of stormwater management legislation 

and regulation. This is an area of concern for the Department. 


